DANCE
LIMERICK

09-14 FEB. 2026



-

®.. N\

cdancelimerick.ie

061 400 994

Dance Limerick Office, 1-2 John's
Square, V94 RRHG, Limerick City
(Monday - Friday, 10 am-6 pm)

Individual tickets are available for all
performances.

A Full Festival Pass is available at €50
A Friday & Saturday Combo Pass is €35

Pay What You Can Tickets for selected events
make the festival as accessible as possible
for all attending. These must be booked in
advance.

Where available, concession tickets are for:
children 17 years and under, students, senior
citizens over 65 years, unwaged people and
people with disabilities or impairments.

All venues and locations are
wheelchair accessible. ISL ﬁg
interpretation will be available
at selected events.

Prices are inclusive of booking fee.
No refunds or returns.
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WELCOME

We are thrilled to welcome you to the 9th edition of What Next

Dance Festival. Across these festival days we bring together a
curated selection of inspiring voices whose work reflects the urgency;
tenderness and imagination shaping dance today. We invite you to
gather with us to spend time with the questions that dance asks of
our world and of ourselves.

The works you will see ask what it means to make dance in precarious
times, how we carry what is fragile, and how we might create meaning,
connection and legacy even when the future feels uncertain.In a

time that tests our capacity for attention and care, our dance artists
show us how to cultivate these very qualities. Their dance allows us

to pause, to feel, and to stay in relationship with one another, with
openness, care and possibility.

What Next Dance Festival is a meeting place. A space where artists,
audiences and supporters come together to celebrate the vibrancy
and joy of dancing. We are deeply grateful to the artists who share
their work and practices to the audiences who bring curiosity and
openness, and to all those whose support makes it possible for us
to bring this inspiring work to you.

Be with us for these dance-filled days in Limerick, diving in to discover
the artists and celebrating the quiet, unstoppable power of coming
together. See you at What Next Dance Festival 2026!

Curators: Catherine Young (Catherine Young Dance) and
Mary Wycherley (Dance Limerick)

OUR SINCERE THANKS TO THE FOLLOWING FOR THEIR INVALUABLE SUPPORT



https://dancelimerick.ie/
https://dancelimerick.ie/event/wn26-full-festival-pass/
https://dancelimerick.ie/event/wn26-friday-saturday-combo-pass/

MONDAY 09 - WEDNESDAY 11 FEBRUARY

q 10am Dance Limerick Artists only Workshop Creative Exchange
d THURSDAY 12 FEBRUARY
G 7.30pm  Dance Limerick €15/12 - Programme 1 STANDING (Magdalena Hylak)
< babes (gerg6 d. farkas)
FRIDAY 13 FEBRUARY
I 12pm Dance Limerick Studio €7/5 - WIP Sharing Studio WHAT NEXT
< & Lunch (A. Azeviche, J. Cooper, G. Cuny)
7.30pm  Dance Limerick €15/12 - Programme 2 Pit (Alex Vostokova)
Foot of the Lungs (Acibhinn O'Dea)
Everynothing (Salma Ataya)
SATURDAY 14 FEBRUARY
1lam Saint John's Pavillion €7/5 - Off-site Performance The Shake (Laura Murphy) >p.13
1 & 3pm Limerick City Gallery of Art €7/5 - Off-site Performance Specific Invisibilities: Dancing
(The Parsley Collective) >p.14
7.30pm  Dance Limerick €15/12 - Programme 3 Proses on neither here nor there
(Mufutau Yusuf) ->p.15
Shell (Matt Szczerek) ->p.16
heartquake (Ekin Tunceli) >p.17
8.30pm  Dance Limerick PWYC - Closing Event Closing Dance Party! ->p.18

» BOOKNOW! — wes dancelimerick.ie -


https://dancelimerick.ie/event/wn26-programme-1/
https://dancelimerick.ie/event/studio-what-next/
https://dancelimerick.ie/event/wn26-programme-2/
https://dancelimerick.ie/event/what-next-off-site-the-shake/
https://dancelimerick.ie/event/what-next-off-site-the-parsley-collective/
https://dancelimerick.ie/event/wn26-programme-3/
https://dancelimerick.ie/event/closing-party-2/
https://dancelimerick.ie/what-next/

MONDAY 09-SATURDAY 14 FEBRUARY ALL VENUES

On.Record.at What.Next
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'‘On Record’ is a documentary project by
Aerowaves and Springback, in partnership with
regional dance festivals. It is a growing collection
of “albums” that register themes, impressions,
voices, stories and reflections from regional
dance festivals and platforms. Each album is a
tracklist of separate numbers, in text or audio
form, composed by the Aerowaves/Springback
team. The resulting compilation of different
takes and treatments gives a creative afterlife to
the live event. ‘'On Record at What Next’ 2026 will
produce a documentary highlighting the work
and voices of local and national dance artists and
professionals, capturing distinctive elements of
the dance ecologies in Ireland. - See More

Photo credit: Anna Kush

MONDAY 09 - WEDNESDAY 11 FEBRUARY DANCE LIMERICK

Creative Exchange

Facilitated by Catherine Young

The Creative Exchange has been a core part of
What Next Dance Festival since its first edition
in 2018. Each year, artists come together at
Dance Limerick to share their practices with
one another. This dedicated time creates space
for discussion, connection and inspiration, while
offering valuable insight into each other's work
and approaches.

Note: The Creative Exchange is an event for
festival and local dance artists.

Photo credit: Maurice Gunning

THURSDAY 12 FEBRUARY 7.30PM DANCE LIMERICK PERFORMANCE SPACE
PROGRAMME 1 (DOUBLE BILL)

- BOOK NOW

Sound composition by
Lionel Kasparian

Artistic Direction by
Magclalena Hylak and
Lionel Kasparian

Performance Duration
20 minutes

Photo credit: Tom Flanagan

Choreographed by Magdalena Hylak. Performed by Magdalena Hylak
and Roberta Ceginskaite

After a year of shared exploration, a journey emerges — unspoken,
undefined, yet deeply felt. Dance Limerick Associated Artist for 2026
Magdalena Hylak and Galway-based dancer Roberta Ceginskaite
invite you into a space where movement unfolds beyond technique,
style or genre. Their duet is an instinctive dialogue between two
bodies coexisting, responding, and redefining connection in real time.

With an evocative sound score by Brussels-based composer Lionel
Kasparian, whose experimental compositions have intertwined

with Hylak’s work since 2022, the performance becomes a meeting
ground — an interplay of sound and motion, tension and release. A
visceral exploration of presence and the silent negotiations between
moving bodies.

Created as part of dance event Practice of Performance curated by Magdalena Hylak,
Galway Dance Artist in Residence 2023-2025



https://dancelimerick.ie/event/on-record-at-what-next/
https://dancelimerick.ie/event/wn26-programme-1/

THURSDAY 12 FEBRUARY 7.30PM DANCE LIMERICK PERFORMANCE SPACE
PROGRAMME 1 (DOUBLE BILL)

- BOOK NOW

Costume, Scenography
and Text by gergd d. farkas

Music by
Marton Csernovszky

Virtual objects by
Balazs Agoston Kiss

Lights by M.Ali D6nmez,
Martin Szabé

Outsidle eye Aron Birtalan
and Anne Juren

Web design by
Daniel Kophelyi

Writing coach
Alice Chauchat

Premiered at MDT Moderna
Dansteatern

Performance Duration
35 minutes
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babes

Choreography and Performance by gergd d. farkas

Through a set of fantastic organs, babes introduces a sensuous world
that doesn't stop at the body’s borders. These organs don't have vital
functions: their byproducts are dances, sounds, objects and poems —
a gathering of lovers in lust for touch.

babes cultivates a space where fantasy does matter, matter does
fantasy, and where sensual experiences are one's primary way

of staying in touch with the world. babes is the prelude to farkas'’
first evening-length group piece mama and the first work created
through organ-ing, a choreographic research which queers the body
by weaving together fantasy with its physically felt sense.

organ-ing currently inhabits the digital domain organ-ing.gergodfarkas.com

gergd d. farkas is an Aerowaves Twenty25 artist. Aerowaves is a platform funded by the
Creative Europe programme of the European Union.

WORK-IN-PROGRESS SHARING AND LUNCH

COSMOPHOBIA

LEFT HANDED SNAKE DRAWING

SPACE CADET

.

m

|


https://dancelimerick.ie/event/wn26-programme-1/
https://dancelimerick.ie/event/studio-what-next/
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il BOOK NOW Foot of the Lungs

: 55 - Funded by The Arts Council Choreographed and Performed by Aoibhinn O’'Dea

e i Supported by Mary Nunan
i ; o This piece builds on Aoibhinn’s ongoing interest in the dialogical

ST T : = -y . relationship between sound and movement. She uses improvisational
B o T - \ Performance Duration

. 12 minutes movement to create soundscapes through the body, exploring
. ; themes of connection and community, with breath as a central
thread linking the internal body to the external world.

Wk

e

Photo credit: Kirill Vostokov

- BOOK NOW : m _

DJ Jack Colley Choreographed and Performed by Alex Vostokova
Additional Music: ke

FUURS SOl SShy ‘Pit’ is about public space and the social, psychological, and ecological

Local Gods
effects of modern urbanism. Set in an unspecified metropolis where
GecmeaeIoniDy, concrete has purged all natural life, one defiant weed persists. The
Maryam Yusuf
Sieeiaa by Sraf Latty work blurs the lines between its fictional world and the reality of
and Bridget Webster contemporary life, provoking audiences to reflect on the relationship
= between performance, power and pedestrian.
Performance Duration *
20 minutes 'Pit’ emerged from a commission by CoisCéim Dance Theatre as part of BENCH, a collection of

short, original dance works curated by David Bolger, highlighting everyday spaces as creative
places, (www.coisceim.com/productions/bench-6-alex-vostokova/).
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https://dancelimerick.ie/event/wn26-programme-2/
https://dancelimerick.ie/event/wn26-programme-2/

FRIDAY 13 FEBRUARY 7.30PM DANCE LIMERICK PERFORMANCE SPACE
PROGRAMME 2 (TRIPLE BILL)

BOOK NOW

Creative Director
Richard Wakely

Technical Director
Phil McCandlish

Company Manager
Dermot McGowan

Sound Design by
Rory Friers

Lx Design by
Gear6id O'Hallmhurain

Costume Design by
Alexa Sleator

Performance Duration
30 minutes

12

Everynothing

Choreographed by Salma Ataya. Performed by Sarah Flavelle,
Martha Tribe and Sean O'Neill

In ‘Everynothing’ three dancers search for moments of stillness and
clarity in a precarious world that never stops moving. They explore
what it means to stay alert yet at ease, to rest while in motion, and
to find space where there is none.

This quiet, powerful piece by Palestinian choreographer Salma
Ataya is both an act of resistance and a reflection on how we
survive when everything and nothing happen at once.

‘Everynothing’ is produced by Belfast International Arts Festival and funded by The British
Council’s International Collaboration Grant.

Photo is courtesy of the artist

SATURDAY 14 FEBRUARY 11AM ST JOHN'S PAVILION
OFF-SITE PERFORMANCE

- BOOK NOW

Singer and MC
Jade O’'Connor

Costume Design by
Rhona Byrne

Composer and Sound
Designer Alma Kelleher

Mentor Stephen O'Connell
Bluemouth Inc

Writer Stephen Collins

Filmmaker, Photographer
Pato Cassinoni
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The Shake

Directed by Laura Murphy in collaboration with Siobhan Ni Dhuinnin

Shake your bones, awaken your senses and move your body. ‘The
Shake' is a participatory dance gig that connects you to your inner
dancing diva, your shaking goddess, your caveman club. Whatever
your preference, join us on a journey to a world where movers
come together in a celebration of dance.

Set to an original track by Alma Kelleher and live vocals by Jade
O'Connor, join dancers Laura Murphy and Siobhan Ni Dhuinnin
and dive into your dancing bodly.

Funded by The Arts Council/An Chomhairle Ealaion 2020. Supported by Dance Cork
Firkin Crane, Dance Limerick and Dance Ireland.



https://dancelimerick.ie/event/wn26-programme-2/
https://dancelimerick.ie/event/what-next-off-site-the-shake/

SATURDAY 14 FEBRUARY 1 & 3PM LIMERICK CITY GALLERY OF ART
OFF-SITE PERFORMANCE

- BOOK NOW

Artists: Mary Nunan,

Angie Smalis, Rachel Sheil,
Salma Ataya and Isabella
Oberlander

Scores for Improvisations
Created and Performed by
The Parsley Collective

Performance Duration
30 minutes

Only 20 people allowed
in the space for each
performance.

Booking Essential

14

Photo credit: Laura O'Loughlin

Created and Performed by The Parsley Collective

The physical bodly is only part of what matters for these five dancers.
They also seek to draw attention to immaterial and invisible realms.
What matters to them is “emptying to receive” the impulses that
pass through the density and porosity of their bodies and the
space(s) they occupy: together: through their improvisational frames.
The Parsley Collective are Dance Limerick Artists in Residence for 2025 / 26. The Dance
Artist in Residence scheme is funded by the Arts Council of Ireland, Dance Limerick and
Limerick City and County Council. In association with The Gaff, Ormston House, Limerick

City Gallery of Art, Limerick Civic Trust/The People's Museum and the Ralahine Centre for
Utopian Studies at the University of Limerick.

SATURDAY 14 FEBRUARY 7.30PM DANCE LIMERICK PERFORMANCE SPACE
PROGRAMME 3 (TRIPLE BILL)

- BOOK NOW

Costume Design by
Maryam Yusuf

Music: ‘Travelling Tatars’
by Sergey Starostin’s Vocal
Family, ‘Inuit Wedding’

by Sainkho, ‘Triptych:
Prayer/Protest/Peace’

by Abbey Lincoln

Produced by Sarah Latty
and Bridget Webster

Performance Duration
20 minutes

Photo credit: Sasko Lazarov

Proses on neither
here nor there

Choreographed and Performed by Mufutau Yusuf

This work contemplates the fragility of human life and the quiet
strength found in its impermanence. By using the body and the
language of dance, it offers a meditative space to engage with
notions of mortality with reflection and curiosity. It embraces
themes of decay, transformation and renewal, inviting people to
consider death not as an end, but as a vital part of existence, as a
cycle within the force of nature. Set against the backdrop of global
unrest and personal reflection, the work is a meditation on how we
live, what we leave behind and the legacy we shape.

Commissioned by CoisCéim Dance Theatre as part of BENCH, a collection of short
original dance works curated by David Bolger, highlighting everyday spaces as creative
places (www.coisceim.com/productions/bench-5-mufutau-yusuf/)



https://dancelimerick.ie/event/what-next-off-site-the-parsley-collective/
https://dancelimerick.ie/event/wn26-programme-3/

SATURDAY 14 FEBRUARY 7.30PM DANCE LIMERICK PERFORMANCE SPACE SATURDAY 14 FEBRUARY 7.30PM DANCE LIMERICK PERFORMANCE SPACE

PROGRAMME 3 (TRIPLE BILL) PROGRAMME 3 (TRIPLE BILL)
Performed by Baris Diket, Choreographed by Ekin Tunceli
Gizem Seckin and Diren
Ezgi Yildizkan

'heartquake’ is a choreographic work about living on shaky ground,
Sound: including tracks
from various artists:

Ah! Kosmos, Ekin Tunceli, geographical realities, the piece focuses on the idea that “the land

Cucina Povera and shapes the inhabitants’ way of thinking” and evolves from a local
Haron, Dinamarca

. ground into a global reflection on how we inhabit instability and
Supervision by

Jennifer Lacey and precarity.
Stina Nyberg

both metaphorically and literally. Inspired by Turkey's political and

Sound Supervision by How can you imagine a future while shakes constantly change what

Baris Bingol

- . .
Costumes by you dreamed of? In a land where people grow up hearing ancient
Mert Yemenicioglu cities have been destroyed by earthquakes, how can you build
Light Design by something when you know it'll eventually be demolished? When

Photo credit: Jacek Snochowski

M. Ali Donmez everything keeps falling apart, what is left other than each other’s

support and the endless effort of human beings?

Performance Duration

40 minutes . _ . _ _ _
e T Corinth, the birthplace of Sisyphus, is one of the most seismically
- BOOK NOW performance is not active regions in Europe, symbolizing the never-ending struggle
e eI Sl between hope and destruction.
children under 8
Music by Performed and Created by Matt Szczerek and Simone O'Toole

Ekin Tunceli is an Aerowaves Twenty25 artist. Aerowaves is a platform funded by the
Creative Europe programme of the European Union.

Grzegorz Szczerek

— 'Shell’ is a 20-minute duet about navigating male and female

Performance Duration relationships, in work, love life and in society. It is a performance

OGS about the difficulties and expectations they have to face, about
roles to fulfil and pressure to withstand. A story about power
struggles and the search for balance. Will you make me feel full
or leave me a shell of a person?

'Shell’ is Matt and Simone's exploration of the intersection between
very different styles of movement, finding their unique way of
blending hip hop and contemporary dance.

Developed with support from the Arts Council, Dance Ireland and Backstage
Theatre Longford.

Photo credlit: Jonas Bilberg
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https://dancelimerick.ie/event/wn26-programme-3/
https://dancelimerick.ie/event/wn26-programme-3/

SATURDAY 14 FEBRUARY 8.30PM DANCE LIMERICK

at the

Beokion Closing Party! Irish World Academy, University of Limerick

What Next Dance Festival closing parties have become something

of a tradition! Free your potential - expand your Programmes include:
’ possibilities - in dance performance, Certificate in Music and Dance

choreography and research. BA Contemporary Dance

As a festival closer, we invite artists, audiences, guests, and dance

friends to come together one last time and celebrate with music, We offer high level studio intensive MA Contemporary Dance Performance

- i ini MA Ethnochoreolo

drinks and plenty of dancing. A chance to let the performances pre tprofzsm:maitl:nll:g an:: MA Dance Studiesgy

linger in the body, and to thump out together on the dance floor. post-grachiate STCY Throtgh our .
contemporary dance programmes. PhD Arts Practice

Everyone is welcome — stay as long as you like, and help us close
this edition of What Next Dance Festival in the way we know best
— dancing!

Booking essential.

For more information on our unique
programmes and how to apply contact
irishworldcademy@ul.ie

.. . UNIVERSITY OF
www.irishworldacademy.ie

OLLSCOIL LUIMNIGH


https://dancelimerick.ie/event/closing-party-2/

MORE COMING UP THIS SPRING

Visit dancelimerick.ie for tickets, more news and ways to
connect with artists’ work.

Compass Associate Artist 2026:
-l MAGDALENA HYLAK

Dance Limerick in partnership with the Irish
World Academy of Music and Dance recently
announced the Compass Associate Artist for
2026, Magdalena Hylak. This year-long resi-
dency will give Hylak the space and support
to explore further the connections between
movement and sound with composer Lionel
Kasparian. - See More

Photo credit: Tom Flanagan

DALILA BELAZA inresidence

Dance artist Dalila Belaza will enjoy a produc-
tion residency at Dance Limerick this spring,
developing her new piece ‘Un peu pour

mon ceceur..! Drawing on her long-standing
exploration of ritual, memory, and vibration,
the work seeks a common frequency where
movement and sound merge into a single
living organism.

Photo credit: Jackie Zhang

COLIN DUNNE in residence

Dance artist Colin Dunne will be in residency
at Dance Limerick in March and June, making

new work with musicians Becky Ni Eallaithe
(concertina) and Ultan O'Brien (fiddle/viola),

\ to be performed in Ireland in July and August
1 2026.

Photo credit: Pierre Gondard
20

The Parsley Collective: DAIR closing residency
and performance

The Parsley Collective will continue their Limerick Dance
Artist in Residency this March dedicating further to their
research and performance practice. The week wiill
culminate with a panel discussion and a curated public
performance evening Thursday 12 March, bringing
together work by The Parsley Collective alongside invited
dancers and guest collaborators. Other activities running
throughout the day will offer members of the public

an opportunity to experience a range of performance
material and perspectives, while gaining insight into

the Collective's creative processes and enquiries.

Photo credit: Laura O'Loughlin

CISEACH: AN EMBODIED MANIFESTO
by CATHERINE YOUNG DANCE

Ciseach is a pulsating contemporary incantation weaving
together a tapestry of dance, rhythm, live music and
voice that seeks to rekindle our broken relationship with
the land. This stirring new work urges us to re-member,
to re-connect with our past, with nature and with

each other. - Book Now

Directed and choreographed by Catherine Young
Created in collaboration with Darmaturg Hanna Slattne

Funded by the Arts Council Touring Award with support
from Backstage Theatre and Kerry County Council

Co-presented by Lime Tree Theatre and Dance Limerick

Tickets at limetreebelltable.ie

Photo credit: Patricio Cassinoni



https://dancelimerick.ie/news/compass-associate-artist-2026-announced/
https://dancelimerick.ie/event/ciseach-an-embodied-manifesto-by-catherine-young-dance/
https://dancelimerick.ie/event/ciseach-an-embodied-manifesto-by-catherine-young-dance/

At Mother Macs Public House, we believe that life, like dance,
is all about rhythm, expression, and finding joy in the
unexpected. Just as Dance Limerick moves the city through
art and movement, we bring people together with stories,
songs, and the perfect pint.

COLLECTION

Whether you're savoring a rare whiskey in Peggy’s Whiskey B Soa =t
Parlour or toasting to new friendships, every moment at
Edoo;hr::nl\i/l?cs is an opportunity to celebrate creativity and . pCl'ﬁ:Ct ning[
begins
Let's keep Limerick dancing — from the stage to the bar! .
| | et With a great dinner
) o
: Six Venues,
((({ | R';IO };HCEg I\g} ' O One f\ml':{?i;; ‘;:;cricm‘c
FUBLIC Hauszs : l - GEORGE
\ OTHER SR RN NN s .
'I'vf,a\C'f_ijé‘." o e
gt ‘.‘ : : . . -..‘ ..
\'I__*_q;l':'.i.'\.:/_n LR el ':. -
w‘; Room reservations at:

www.thesavoycollection.com
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BOOK NOW online at  dancelimerick.ie or phone 061 400 994

H#whatnextlimerick

Curators Catherine Young and Mary Wycherley
Produced by Dance Limerick

Director Mary Wycherley

Company and Operations Manager Catherine Ireton
Communications Leonor Miralles

Community Engagement Producer Katy Hewison
Production Management Sean Murray

Production Assistant Liz O’Connell

Lighting Gavin Byrne

Festival trailer, Meet the Makers Videos Shane Vaughan
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Cover image: ‘heartquake’ by Ekin Tungeli (Photo credit: Jonas Bilberg)



https://dancelimerick.ie/what-next/

